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The CDC’s Grossly Contradictory Annual 
Pneumonia and Influenza Death Counts

CDC Leading Causes of Death :               55,672

CDC FluView (NCHS Raw Data):            188,000

The pneumonia and 
influenza annual death 
numbers differ by a factor 
of OVER THREE!
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Opportunistic Infections versus 
Inherently Deadly Infections

An opportunistic infection is an infection caused by 
pathogens (bacteria, viruses, fungi, or protozoa) that 
take advantage of an opportunity not normally 
available, such as a host with a weakened immune 
system.  “A CAUSE OF DEATH”
 – NOT “THE UNDERLYING CAUSE OF DEATH.”

Example: Pneumocistis pneumonia (a common 
fungus)

An  inherently deadly infection (my terminology) is 
an infection caused by pathogens that can easily 
kill otherwise healthy adults, including young 
people with a healthy immune system.  ”THE 
UNDERLYING CAUSE OF DEATH”

Example: “Spanish Influenza” in 1918?
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What Does It Mean?
Most modern day pneumonia and influenza deaths appear to be 
opportunistic infections in unhealthy, usually elderly people.

Influenza vaccine seems unlikely to work in these cases because 
these patients have a weakened immune system.
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